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UNICEF/WHO JOINT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH POLICY
Recommendations of the thirteenth session

Note by the Executive Director

1. The Executive Board has before it the report of the thirteenth session of
the UNICEF/WHO Committee on Health Policy (JCBP), which was. held.at Geneva on
31 January and 1 February 1962 (E/ICEF/U44). The report includes recommendations
concerning UNICEF assistance in three types of activity (tuberculosis control,
filarial infections and programmes for infants of low birth weight) in the light
of the technical advice of WHO. The Executive Director offers the following
comments on these recommendations.

Tuberculosis control
2. The recommendations of the JCHP, particularly the specific recommendation
in paragraph 6.3(b) of the report (E/ICEF/W*) would lead to a moderate expansion
of UNICEF aid towards developing national control programmes. Whereas at present
UNICEF aid is limited to national pilot areas, the JCHP is recommending that,
under specified conditions, this aid be extended gradually beyond the initial pilot
project area. The JCHP is also recommending maintenance of current UNICEF policies
in support of BCG vaccination and the distribution of drugs through existing
tuberculosis control centres.

3. During recent years, UNICEF has been receiving government requests for aid
in tuberculosis control measures beyond the national pilot area. If the recom-
mendations of the JCHP on this subject were adopted, UNICEF would be permitted to
meet some of these requests. The programme forecast presented to the Board in
the report of the Executive Director on "Programme Trends and Prospects"
(E/ICEF/Mtf/Add.l, para. 62), envisages a moderate increase in the volume of
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UNICEF aid to tuberculosis control, from $1.U million committed in 1962 to
$2 million in 1964. The Executive Director considers that this recommendation
of the JCHP could be accommodated within the financial plans of UNICEF for the
next triennium.

4. These financial estimates are based on the assumption that the current limi-
tations on UNICEF's provision of drugs (in particular, drugs other than
isoniazid) would be maintained. Specifically, it is assumed that for the time
being "companion drugs" to isoniazid would be provided only to pilot projects
and the extension of them, as indicated to the Board in December 1961 (E/ICEF/
P/L.153).

5. The Executive Director also welcomes the statement of the JCHP ( E/ICEF/W)-,
para. 6.7) concerning the importance of associated socio-economic factors
(nutrition, housing and so forth) in the ultimate elimination of tuberculosis
as a public health problem. To the degree that Governments are able to plan
more comprehensively for the child and his family, there will result a broader
and more effective attack on tuberculosis and other diseases which reflect the
social environment.

Filarial infections
6. The recommendations of the JCHP (E/ICEFAWf, para. 7) would bring UNICEF, for
the first time, into the control of filarial infections. There is no doubt that
these infections are an extremely serious problem for children in many parts of
the world. The JCHP is recommending that for the time being UNICEF assistance
be offered only on a limited scale for pilot projects. The Executive Director
considers that this extension of UNICEF assistance could be financed within the
pattern of UNICEF aid envisaged in the programme forecast for disease control for
the next triennium (E/ICEF/Wf/Add.!, para.62).
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Programmes for infants of low birth weight
7« The recommendations of the JCHP on programmes for infants of low birth
weight (E/ICEF/W4, para.8) represent a clarification and confirmation of current
UHICEF practice. These recommendations will serve as a useful guide in planning
measures for such infants in the future. They are unlikely to alter the finan-
cial plans of UNICEF as presented in the programme forecasts for the next
triennium.




